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PUBLISHED 

ITEM/STATEMENT 
 

FACT CHECK 

 

Extracted from the Herts 
Advertiser story “Colney Heath 
Scouts fight to save hut from 
demolition” - 16th August 2021. 

 
Parish council clerk Lisa 
Chaplin explained their stance 
on the issue: 

“The current situation with 
Roestock Hut is that in an 
attempt to resolve matters an 
informal meeting was held 
with the Scout group and 
their district representatives 
in May where the vice-
chairman made a suggestion 
to build a new community 
hub/building. 

The district representatives 
were delighted with the 
suggestion of a new building. 
Sadly by the time the matter 
came to council in July, the 
Scouts had changed their 
minds and decided they didn’t 
want a new building”. 

 
 

 
CHPC SAY: 
In May the vice-chairman made a suggestion to build a new 
community hub/building  
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually correct  
In a meeting on 13th May Cllr Slaughter made this suggestion. 
 
CHPC SAY: 
The District Representatives were ‘delighted’ with the 
suggestion of a new building. 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually incorrect (in fact a disgraceful twisting of the facts) 
We have checked the facts of the meeting held on 13th May 
2021 and what was actually said (by one of the District 
representatives) – was that it would be great if the Scouts had a 
new Scout HQ. 
 
The Parish Council have misrepresented this statement by 
suggesting that the District representative(s) ‘welcomed’ the 
introduction of a new, different type of community building – 
this is untrue, not the case and a disgraceful misrepresentation 
of the facts of what was said. 
 
The Scout Group have always said they are prepared to make 
the necessary repairs to the Scout HQ (and pay for them) in 
return for another lease - but this has constantly been ignored 
by the Parish Council. The Scouts need a Scout HQ – not a 
different type of community building that would not fulfil the 
standard requirements for running a Scout Group. It’s why the 
Scout HQ was built in the first place! 
 
The District Representative also stated at the meeting that it 
would be the Scout Group who would ultimately need to make 
any decision and not the District representatives. 
 



CHPC SAY: 
In July, the Scouts had changed their minds and decided 
they didn’t want a new building 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually incorrect  
Colney Heath Scout Group have not ‘changed their mind’ – they 
have never supported the proposal to build a new, different type 
of community building as it would not give them the facilities or 
necessary access, they need to run Scouting for young people 
across the Parish. 

 

Unfortunately, U-turns such 
as these have happened 
before and this has in part led 
to the matter dragging on for 
so long.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHPC SAY: 
U turns such as this have happened before 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually incorrect (in fact another disgraceful twisting of the facts) 
Colney Heath Scout Group have been totally consistent in their 
requests and requirements and have the documentary evidence 
to support all of this. For five years the Scouts have quite simply 
been asking the Parish Council to renew their lease! 
 
The Parish Council however have constantly dragged their heels, 
moved the goalposts, changed their minds on things and been 
disingenuous with how they have presented some of the facts of 
the matter. 
 
Most recently the Parish Council demonstrated the most 
significant ‘U turn’ of the past five years by issuing a draft heads 
of terms agreement for a 20 year lease, strongly advising the 
Scouts to take legal advice on the terms (which they did in good 
faith and at a cost of £900) only to be then told the Heads of 
Terms had been superseded by a feasibility study into 
demolishing the Scout HQ!!!! 
 
CHPC SAY: 
This has in part led to the matter dragging on for so long.  
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually incorrect 
The Scout Group have worked tirelessly to responded promptly 
to all requests from the Parish Council. All requests and 
correspondence have been provided to the Parish Council in a 
timely fashion. 
 

There have been at least four 
legal and independent 
advisers helping the Scouts 
since their lease ended in 
2019." 

CHPC SAY: 
Four legal and independent advisors since 2019 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually incorrect  
Since 2019 the Scouts have used two legal advisors – fact.  
 
Most recently the Scouts were advised by the Parish Council to 
take legal advice on the draft heads of terms (at a cost of £900 



to the Scouts) only them to be told that the draft heads of terms 
were being taken off the table! 
 
The Parish Council are very quick to involve their lawyers in 
things and we believe have to date spent over £10,000 of the 
Parish Councils money on this matter! 
 

 

New councillors wanted more 
information on costs and a 
debate on the costs will take 
place at the finance and 
governance committee 
meeting in early October. 

 

CHPC SAY: 
New councillors wanted more information on costs 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually correct 
The Clerk to the Council submitted an architects drawing to the 
Parish Council meeting in July 2021 stating it was a ‘feasibility 
study’ for a new building in Roestock Park.  
 
It was encouraging to see new councillors taking a stance on this 
and requesting more robust and detailed information than had 
been given to date. 
 

 

It was agreed to let the public 
have their say and a parish 
wide asset strategy public 
consultation will take place in 
the autumn." 

 

CHPC SAY: 
At the Parish Council meeting It was agreed to let the public 
have their say and a parish wide asset strategy public 
consultation will take place in the autumn. 
 
FACT CHECK 
Factually dubious 
The meeting simply proposed that the public would be 
‘consulted when there was a proposal to be consulted on’ 
 
 

 


